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Re: Delcora - City of Philadelphia Project for Discharge 
of Wastewater from Eastern Delaware County into the 
Philadelphia Southwest Treatment Plant 

Dear Dr. Goddard: 
, I 

:4-< f ~ , .. ~ .;::-,\• 1 ·.,_; 
' .. ... - . 

I am addressing this matter, as detailed below, to your personal attention 
because of the serious consequences involved as a result of recent action by the 
City of Philadelphia and the urgent need for immediate action by all governmental 
agencies involved in order to fo restall any such consequences. 

This Authority has recei v ed-(rom Carmen F . Guarino, Commissioner of the 
City of Philadelphi.a_Water Department a letter dated-December 19, 1975, a . copy. of ... 
which is enclosed. Said letter was accompanied by a letter addressed by ~r. 
Guarind to Mr. Wesley Gilbertson, Deputy Secretary of your department, a copy 
of which is also enclosed. In essence, these letters constitute an indication by the 
City of Philadelphia Water Department that it will not meet its legal obligations un
der the agreement between this Authority and the City of Philadelphia dated March 
15, 1974. 

_. As you are well aware , in May of 1972 your depa_rtment issued an order to 
this Authority and the City of Philadelphia directing said parties to neg.otiate an · !• '·· 

agreement pursuant to which al I wastewater emanating from the Eastern Delaware 
County Service Area of this Authority would be conveyed to the City of Philadelphia's 
Southwest Treatment Plant for treatment. After many months of negotiation and 
pursuant to said order, Delcora and the City entered into an agreement dated 
March 15, 1974. This agreement provides for Delcora to initially construct a con
veyance system consisting of a pump station, located at the existing Darby Creek 
Joint Authority Treatment Plant in Darby Township, and a force main from the 
pump station to the City of Phi ladelphia 1s said Southwest Treatment Plant. Upon · 
completion of the said pump station and force main, the City agreed to accept 15. S 
mi Ilion gal Ions per day (MGD) for treatment at the Southwest Plant. The agree-
ment also provides for the City to include 50 MGD of capacity in its expansion and 



Page 2 
D~cember 24, 1975 ... -. 

upgrading of the Southwest Treatment Plant, for which Delcora agrees to pay the 
City its proportionate share in cash. During the expansion and upgrading of the 

. _Phi l_aqelph La. ~Ot.Jthw~st Plant, Qelcor,a is . .to construct two addi tior:ial pump stations .'~ .. .,. 
• • ,. - .;Jr,"' H·r.0 • .,, . . " (:':, • ..i "-' JG,. 4~ 

C•=!r,n• Rng;_aiJ9X~±l[la,1ri1..fyo(i:1 .t_}:, ~ .C~n~r,~-!:--D~)~Y'{?i·'?e:Caunty- AuthonW''S- 1:a t •lh R(dley Town; ··.~·~\ .. 
1 

<.1irn.'. \ sh,ip '\q ,,tl}~-D~rQ¥ .Creek ·Joi nt-·Au_thority_f. la ~t ,. a'f6re?a id, s'o 'th~t ·u rtirnately , wne_n· r~ : -· .:. 
••' i - i~.i-!h.e, pj lY.s ~f P.~"l:i i~r:t,\ i·,~, co~~ l~-te5!2s~! I ~Y~?:~ei'(AJer; _ernanating ••if{ ·Ea~?ehi '0;1aw~ re/~ .::~lf- 0::J; 
C;_ •' ··county-;will be conveyed fo the-City bf'Philadelphia and the exisWn'g "Central ·Dela- ,.' .. .- . 

9 ,._,. 1 .... "r'ar ~:.~fn1nty, ~ 0tt,9ri_W,.,. Rq.dnor:-:.Haverford-:-Ma-rple Sewer A~thoritY, ~ -~Muc~inip~~,:l , :.~i~~~·\',· 
.Authority and Darby Creek ~oint_Author:iw Jr.~~tmeri't Plan't?. wtl l' be phased out, . ..., .-_:; ,. ·- ' :,., / 

;w. ::: Jo Jact,,,th~_,Radaor:-hiaverfo.rd-·Marple Sewer Authority Plarlfvtif l'" o~"phaseci bu( ~-,.-~ .... ~(~--~••!•_ 

,.,.,,:;. w.hen the Darby Creek Bypass goes into operation : ·-· ··-- · --,·, . .,w:~·- - -~ · •· · - ····· -· ·, .. · 

___ •... ~· _, __ Pu,r~,uaot to thi_s agr:eement and the prder of your department; this Authority ·· · 
, . . proc~~ed-'-:"ith the· design and construction ·of the ·Darby Creek'By'pas s ··system :·_ ... , _-_'-'~_, ...... , . . 

The gross cost of the first phase of the project, including the Darby Creek Pump ·· " ·· 
Statiori and Force Main and the sum of $2,0_00,000 to be paid the City of Philadelphia ·_ 
as contribu_ti_on.' tpwards qu_,r-.sh.are of the e):(isting plant is $11_,610,475. Of this, . 

et l,.. _$6,4~~9,,9:Qg) s S:OY~.r.~d bY.,~ _Feder,al Gr'ant.p_,:~vi<;,us_ly issued to tt,rs,Author_ity. ·,..;_' __ -:..~:<·:: .... 
_· The balance of the ·project _in th'e ,am9,1:mt of_$~,.9~0,000 is being financed by bonds . ;. - . ,. , 

• 1 • • ,-.1 •"r1" , . ,p,,.,,_ .... 1 • ..._.,lf!.~f',,.. ,."1_..__ • 

.. "'~ issued by ·this ~uthority in ~ay. ~f 197.~.: -_.I!Jis,Ay~~~r~ty al_~o ~as.: ~.~oceeded wi m ~;.; · fc h~ "th 
"· . . .. pl.ans .for. the balance -of the conveyance system and '1s_ prepar~a to issue bonds ~.-... ,,, , .. , .. 

early in 1977 to cover the cost of that portion of "th·e project as well as our share of 
the _PhiJad~_l_phi.a_ exp,msiorJ .}Vl'J,i.c;h .wil I amount to around $10,000,-000 ;• 

At the present time, the Darby Creek Pump Station is 99-% complete and e~-:: ~-..... -, ~-- ;: 
pected to be operational shortly after January 1: 'f916 . • The fci'r'ce '·ma'in is com- -~- ~ ., .. • ... 
pleted, except for a short se~tion of tunoeli_ng under' Essington· Avenue, which - ' · 
presently is in process and exp~cted to be completed early in January, 1976. Ac
cording to our current estim~t~s the system _should be operational on or about 
Februa·r:.y 1, 1976 at which t ime Delcora expects ta begin sending wastewater to 
Philadelphia Southwest under the terms of the agreement. Naturally, we cannot 

·-·- . .b~gin _c;:pr,ryeying, wastewater .to .Philadelphia .unless the City •is wi I ling- to ·honor •its- · 
legally binding agreement and accept the wastewater. 

It is absolutely mandatory that we be able to put this system in operation at 
the time noted a!=>q'-'.'.e. If_ we cc:inn.o.L_do so,, the situation !-Yi 11 ~e chaotic. The Darpy , 

h.:,. ·Gr-eek- Joint A~thor:ity wi II be u·nable to ·comply with the te'rm~ 'a"°nd con'di tions of"its$$Ys. 
NPDES Permit. The Radnor-Haverford-Marple Sewer Authority will be unable to 
comply with the terms of its NPDES Permit. De!cora will be in default under agree
ments entered into by it with the three existing Authorities in Eastern Delaware 
County and twenty-one (21) municipalities in that area. Said Authorities and mu-

. nicipalities might be justified in asserting the right not to pay Delcora monies due 
under said service agreements si nee they are not receiving service. F;:i lure to 
receive said monies would prevent Delcora from meeting its obligations under its · 
Bond Issue and could result in a default by Delcora under said issue. Since said 
Bond Issue is a single issue covering other projects, including the massive pro
ject in Western Delaware County, the entire Delcora system could be jeopardized. 

~;, ~ ...... -. 
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Worst of al I, we wi II have a system standing i di e for which the citizens of the en-
:-... f ;;;- ;:t ir:e :n_a-tien, !Jave· c0nt.ribut~.ct s-ix-=a no-qne;-;bs:ik~miJ H0n dol !a'rs and 'for~which the cit--.· '-"':-=-·f 
;_ }:5" -~ :·;iz·e,n~.:'"Qf £;51?-t~rQ Qf;lawa r:e iG:_? U~tY::·p;r:es ent l,y ·a.re~cpnfributinr?Ye r; ""$360, 0:00 of t~'ei.r ~ :'-::-_ -·~, 
, ;1:r.v ?.th.sir:;fi,~~r. ra~ .. <;i, ds>IJ:l.;;v:s_ to:rpe.et-,tb.s!. :ann .. 1.:1a t;debt (se,r:~i~e-' ,requi rements · under olir ' Bor'fd ~~•.JD.'~tl 

· ·,. Issue . . - . · ' · -./t .. :.: ·. _·· . L::.:. ~2 · _ 

. . ·' am cert~in tt)ai ~pon rev, ew ~of. th.e fo r,egoing ybu wili 'be 'well aware of the ,. 
:-.... ~--,~ .... seriot1sn.ess of,this ,situation -and th~•.need.:-fo r- ·immediate act ion.,.,'l5-ince the system ,,u ~ __ ,r..f~ " 

. · .. · \Vi I !'be ~peratiorial early in ·January ; the mat te~ must be resolved within the next :,_ :~ ·:_ ,.,~: 
few .weeks .. - We believe that this· necessitates a -conference at · the earliest date pos- ·, ~-·· i ·'. 
sible of representatives of all governmental agencies involved. Representatives 
participating in_such meetiog m.ust hav~ ~1.,1ffici~nt statureto resolve the question . 

... , without delay. Under the circumstances, we respectfully request that you im
mediately fix a date for such meeting, at your earliest convenience ·and at such · 
place as you determine appropriate and arrange for all necessary parties to attend ~~ -~ · .' 

· By copies of this letter, we are requesting the -complete cooperation of the U. s· . . a•-- • ·c · • 

.:..,.; -, ... Environmental ... Pr,otectoh.Agericy ·~--...-.the -Delaware River·-:Sasin~<::omm,-ssion, ~the l :«,;;. j ra.;;ri;o/ 
µ Del_a"'.,Vare Valley Regi.onat Plahning,.Commission and th"e City' of,Philadelphia. I " '.,,, ? ' · • 

~.: .... . ,, bold ir:nyself. in readiness to assist you in anyway pessi b1e: · , n T ,-" ~r,..:11: r ,; : =-- r ~::-tJ•1 ·1.::. -::-i t . . . 

Respectfully yours, 

~~J./4 . 
William H. Turn~ 
Executive Director 

WHT: mlr 
cc: Mr. Daniel J . Snyder, 111 

Mr.JamesF. Wright 

... ~ ,. 

Mr. Walter K. Johnson ··· 
Mr. George Varvoutis 
Mr. Harry A. McNichol 
Mayor Frank L. Rizzo 
Mr. Carmen F. Guarino·;- ':'r. , 

Mr. Wesley Gilbertson 
Mr. Walter A. Lyon 
Mr . C. T. Beechwood 
Mr. Charles Carr 
Mr. Jack Guthrie 
Robert V. Micocci,D.D . S. 
Mr. John 0 1

~ .. fal!ey 
Mr. Joseoh L. Salvucci . . 
Mr. Robert K . Shimer 
Mr. Ralph J. Wythes 
Alvin S . Ackerman, Esq. 

George Aman, Esq. 

Edwa rd H. P. Fronefi eld, Esq . 
Mr. Robert F. Preston 




